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COAL BARONS PLOT WAGE SLASH
AS WE SEE IT

By T. J. O’FLAHERTY
*

'

THE leaders ol the Ku Klux Klan
in Texas are on the anxious seat.

Faced with rebellion in, their own
ranks and the aroused opposition of
those who have in the past cowed be-
fore the invisible night prowlers, the
Grand Wizards of the Klan are flood-
ing the state with money in an elev-
enth-hour attempt to avert disaster.
Even Klan leaders admit that prac-
tically every state oflice will go to
the anti-Klan forces with the excep-
tion of the governorship. They still
have hopes that Robert, the Klan
candidate, will beat Mrs. Ferguson,
who is making a strenuous campaign
against the Klan.

* * *

IT appears that the hooded order has
passed the high point of its career.

The defeat of the Klan in Oklahoma
by even such a disreputable politician
as J. C. Walton, former governor of
the state, the civil war in the Klan
of Indiana and the unfavorable pub-
licity received by the Klan during
the Democratic convention, put the
hooded order on the defensive. In
Texas, the propaganda of the Klan
was directed against Catholics, Jews,
and Negroes. Now, they appeal for
the Jewish vote and claim they have
nothing against anybody’s religion.
The new foe of Americanism is liquor,
according to the Klan. The change
in policy followed a visit from Hiram
W. Evans, Imperial Wizard. If the
Klan suffers defeat in Texas, it will
affect the fortunes of the organiza-
tions thruout the country.

* * *

PITY the poor Baroness Ottily de
Ropp, Russian noblewoman, who

is noble no longer because the wicked
Bolsheviks took away her title and
told her to work or fight. Her be-
loved country is now ground down
under the atheistic and'Godless heels
of Bolshevism. And unless we look
out, sobbed the Baroness, our society
ladies will have to go to work and
the cat? eaters and lounge lizards
will have no one to play with. Poodle
dogs will have to be sent to the
Home for the Protection of Homeless
Canines and romance will be shorn
of its wool. This sorrowful lecture was
delivered to the hard-boiled members
of the Inglewood Chamber of Com-
itnerce, according to a report in the
Los Angeles Times. The reporter did
not say whether the Baroness was
pretty or much worse for wear, so we
assume for lack of better evidence
that her pulchritude went by default.

* * *

REPORTERS as a rule are more
concerned with appearances than

with fundamentals, and failure to de-
scribe the lady’s figure leads us to
the conclusion that no wicked Bolshe-
vik threatened to turn over the Red
Army to Grand Duke Nicholavitch in
return for her smiles. She took a
wicked wallop at the American Com-

t munists which is quite unfair of the
lady, as we never bothered her much.
We spend $1,000,000 a week pumping

(Continued on Page 4.)

ACTORS’ EQUITY
TO JOIN STRIKE

OF MUSICIANS
Managers to Get More
Than They Bargain For

LABOR DAY, Sept. 1, will see the
closing down of all the musical
comedy and drama theaters in Chi-
cagoo unless a ten per cent increase
in wages will be granted to the musi-
cians.

The actors in these theaters, all
member? of the Actors Equity Asso-
ciation will come out in one solid
United Front to help the musicians.

Musicians Stand Pat.
Traveling musicians, members of

the National Musicians’ Union, will be
ordered to keep away from the Chi-
cago theaters during the strike.

James C. Petrilla in speaking of the
impending strike said: “Wonderful
spirit and determination is shown by
our members to carry on this fight to
a finish. The statement in the bosses’
press that a break is expected in our
ranks is only a hope fostered in the
minds of the managers. There is no
basis for this. All our members are
in the fight and will stick tight until
wo get our increase."

Houses That Have Settled.
The Chicago Theater, the Roose-

velt, the Senate, McVlckers, in fact all
two-a-day moving picture houses have
settled with the union granting the 10
per cent increase in wages.

BOB’S STATE
GIVES LABOR

POOR WAGES
Progressivism Proves

Delusion for Toilers
By JAY LOVESTONE.

(Seventh Article.)
For years the liberals, social

reformers, and purifiers of capi-
talism have held up Wisconsin
as the outstanding experiment
in American pure democracy.

Today Senator LaFollette
points with pride to his achieve-
ments in Wisconsin, his “Model
Commonwealth.” He is fighting
to win the presidency in order
to extend the progressivism
and blessings of his heralded
[“Wisconsin Plan.”

But Wisconsin’s "pure” democracy
and "genuine” progressivism have
failed dismally in doing away .with
the suffering and hardships of the
working men and poor farmers.

Wisconsin’s workers are amongst
the worst underpaid in the country.
Here the workers suffer from long
hours more than in most of the oth-
er states. The Badger state is one
of the most powerful strongholds of
the open shop movement. Here,
where LaFollette is the uncrowned
king, the trade union movement is
very weak.

Low Wages and Long Hours.
It working conditions are to be ac-

cepted as a sound criterion of gen-
uine progressivism, then LaFollette’s
Wisconsin experiment is a sham and
a delusion to the laboring masses.

According to the findings of the
latest 1919 census of manufacturers,
the average monthly cost of labor,
or wage per month, in the manufac-
turing industries in the United States
is $96.50. But Wisconsin falls well
below this average wage for the coun-
try as a whole, with an average
monthly wage of only $91.69. Thus

(Continued on Page 6.)
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POWER COMPANY
GIVES CONTRACT

TO SCAB MINES
Union to Feel Need of
Complete Union Field
MINNEAPOLIS, Aug. 21. Con

tracts for 350,000 tons of coal to be
consumed during the coming year by
the Northern States Power Company
will not bring work to union miners of
Illinois, but to miners In the open
shop territory of the east, according
to contracts awarded by the company.

Northern States Power is the larg*
est public utility In northwest,
and with the exception of the rail-
roads the biggest consumer of steam
coal In that region. Its contracts for
300,000 tons of screenings go to four
dock companies importing eastern bi-
tuminous coal via Duluth and Supe-
rior, chief among them the Pittsburgh
Coal Company.

Illinois Miners Will Feel Blow.
A recent order of the Interstate

commerce commission raised freight
rates on Illinois union-mined coal by
28 cents In order to give coal Imported
via the lakes a better chance to com-
pete. The new rates, which favor
nonunion eastern coal, go into effect
Sept. 10 and are expected to render
it more difficult for Illinois mines to
keep going.

MINERS DEMAND STAND
ON DNEMPLOYMENT BUT

| LA FOLLETTE IS QUIET |
(Special to the Daily Worker.)
BELLEVILLE, 111., Aug. 20.—Over

half the mines in the Belleville coal
district are shut down, with 7,000
miners out of work. Due to the
shutdown in the mines of the Belle-
ville Sub-District 7, the sentiment
of the miners Is swinging away
from Robert M, LaFollette, who
completely ignores the unemploy-
ment crisis, toward the clear-cut
Workers Party program to elimi-
nate unemployment.

Wives of the miners In some
cases here are taking in washing in
order to keep their suffering chil-
dren alive. “I don’t know what the
poor devils do,” the proprietor of a
shoe store on Mair) street here told
the DAILY WORKER. "We can’t
advance them any more credit, be-
cause the wholesale houses have
shut down on us. The miners are
going heavily into debt. Some of
them have enlisted in the army
camp near by—Scott Field. But
the married men are so heavily in
debt to the stores' and their land-
lords that they can’t pull up and
leave. Besides, unemployment pre-
vails thruout the country, and it
would do no good to move.”

Frank Farrington is in St. Louis,
stopping at the luxurious American
Hotel. He is said to be touring
nearby Illinois mining towns in the
interest of LaFollette, but every-
where the sentiment expressed is,
‘‘What is your stand on unemploy-
ment?” Farrington will have some
tail explaining to do when confront-
ed with the silence of LaFollette on
unemployment.

ASK REMOVAL OF
COLOR BARRIERS

IN LABOR UNION
Police Friction Said to

_Be the Result
TRENTON, N. J., August 21.—Wal-

ter White, assistant secretary for the
National Association for the Advance-
ment of the Colored People, says that
an appeal is being made to the leaders
of organized labor in Trenton to take
part in an interracial conference for
the purpose of removing the present
police and industrial discrimination
against the Negroes.

White said that the color barrier
which exists in some of the Trenton
labor unions, as in other cities, was
partly responsible for the friction
here. The N. A. A. C. P. recently
urged the American Federation of La-
bor to act on its former declaration
for equality in the labor unions, re-
gardless of color.

Davis Recuperating from Speech.
NEW YORK, Aug. 20.—John W. Da-

vis is spending the morning at his
home, Locust Valley, Long Island. He
is said to be recuperating from the
speech \lhich he inflicted on the ears
of radio fans when he was “notified”
of his nomination. /

Distribute a bundle of the DAILY
WORKER’S first Special Campaign Edi-tion, dated Saturday, August 30.

LAFOLLETTE’S STA TE FAR BEHIND
THE average monthly wage in Wisconsin is below the average

1 monthly wage in the manufacturing industries of the United
States as a whole.

Wisconsin, whioh It FOURTH In the proportion of workers em-
ployed in corporation-controlled manufacturing industries Is TWENTY-
NINTH in the monthly wage earned by the working men employed
in these induetriec.

The proportion of workers employed forty-eight hours a week
or less in Wisconsin is smaller than in the United States as a whole.

In the Badger'state, where LaFollette has for years engaged in
tirades against the evile of monopolized Industry, the open shop
movement Is most powerful and the trade union movement Is, com-
paratively speaking, weak.

MINERS LIVE
IN DECREPIT

OLD HOUSES
Stories About Lovely

Homes Are Untrue
By KARL REEVE

(Special to The Dally Worker)

DIVERNON, 111., August 20.
The cry of the enemies of labor
that Illinois coal miners are
attractively and comfortably
housed was exploded here in a
talk with Tom Parry, delegate
from local union 146 of the Illi-
nois miners’ union and many
other miners.

“The company owned houses
here,” said Parry, “are typical
of the company houses in the
Springfield and Belleville coal
mining towns. The houses are
mere shells of one story, with
two small rooms. In Divernon
these houses. were erected
wholesale on a contract basis.
They contain no plumbing, no
running water, no bathroom of
any kind. We use backyard
toilets and backyard pumps.”

Why They Appear Good.
“The casual visitor,” continued Par-

ry, "coming into Divernon looks at
the well kept lawns and says, ‘My,
isn’t lovely to be a miner!’ But the
houses are made of unfinished lum-
ber. The people who look over our
flower and vegetable gardens do not
realize that we pay $13.50 a month
for these little shacks. They do not
know that the Madison Coal Company
offers a bonus to the miner who
keeps his lawn and the outside of his
house j,he most attractive.

“This monthly bonus is paid for by
the miners many times over in higher
rents which the company charges on
the strength of the attractive ex-
terior. By means of the monthly bonus
the company keeps up the show for
outsiders and establishes the reputa-
tion of supplying good houses to the
miners. But in reality it is a damn-
able scheme to make the miners keep
their own rents high, and create a
false impression among the general
public.

Mine Shut Down.
The Madison Coal Co., fermerly em-

ploying every able bodied male In
Divernon, has not only been shut
down for three years almost steadily,
but has sealed up the mine so that
no work is In prospect for the Im-
mediate future. This mine is one of
the biggest mines in the Springfield
district.

Miners here complained to the
DAILY WORKER reporter that when
the mine was working they were
classed as wild agitators when they
demanded that the unsafe squib
method of blasting, which kills many
men yearly who could be saved by
safe methods, be eliminated. They
asked for the fuse system, which hi
not much more expensive but which
is safer for the miner. The company
for a long time refused the request
until forced to give in.

Now they arbitrarily seal their mine
without deigning to notify the miners
when they will start up, and without
paying unemployment benefits.

SUGAR MILLIONAIRE CALLS ON
RICH TO SUPPORT LAFOLLETTE

AND WARD OFF RULE OF LABOR
PASADENA, Calif., Aug. 20.—At a gathering of 2,000 wealthy citizens

of Pasadena, Rudolph Spreckels, sugar millionaire backer of LaFollette, made
some interesting disclosures of the exploiters who fatten on the Ignorance
of the masses in his appeal to them “to be good masters lest their slaves
revolt.” »

“History has taught us,” he said, “that when the ruling classes become
arrogant and greedy and unmindful of the masses who toil ‘for them’ the

-masses rise in their wrath, wipe out
their oppressors’ Institutions and
confiscate their wealth."

He called the republican and demo-
cratic parties one party thqt was
operated from the central station in
Wall Street.

He told how Requa, former dollar
a year oil administrator, had grad-
uated into the vice-presidency of the
Sinclair Oil Company at $50,000 a
year salary.

In his speech he proved conclu-
sively that LaFollette was their can-
didate and aimed to retain a system
of society that will keep them masters
and the workers their slaves.

Sand in that Subscription Today.

Illinois Coal Barons
Begin Fight to Smash
Union Wage Scale

HERRIN, Illinois, the stamping ground of the infamous Ku Klux
Klan and one of the great coal miniing centers of the United

States, yesterday was the scene of a conference that means much to
every coal miner in this state. This conference attended by coal
operators and railroad magnates met to consider ways and means
of inducing the union miners of Illinois to accept a reduction in
wages.

Back of this plot is the Illinois Chamber of Commerce, the organiza-
tion that howled for the blood of the Herrin miners who settled ac-
counts with murderous strikebreakers and gunmen in 1922. These
profit-thirsty coal barons intend to make profits out of their mines if
they have to walk over the bodies of the union miners of this State
in doing so.

While Frank Farrington and his henchmen are busy trying to elect
Len Small, the capitalist candidate for governor, the coal barons are
meeting to wage war on the union of which Farrington Js president.
Why is not Frank Farrington holding a council of war with the of-
ficials of his organization to meet the challenge laid down by the coal
operators?

Coal miners of Illinois! Read the special dispatch from Herrin, in
an adjoining column and decide for yourself whether or not a serious
danger confronts you as a miner and the union of which you are a
member.

Write to THE DAJLY WORKER, 1113 W. Washington Blvd., Chi-
cago, 111., and tell us what you think of this latest and most danger-
ous scheme of the coal barons.

Fight injunction!
DEFY COURTS,

ADVISE REDS
TO WOBBLIES

No Judge, Only Mem-
bers Can Name Officers

An appeal to the I. W. W.
membership to violate any in-
junction that pretends to tell
them who their officers shall be,
was issued yesterday by the
Red International Affiliation
Committee, composed of mem-
bers of the I. W. W. who favor
affiliation to the Red Interna-
tional of Labor Unions. This
document is of especial inter-
est in view of the fact that on
Monday the courts will be con-
sidering the application for in-
junction by Bowerman, Rowan,
and others, asking that they be
named officers of the Industrial
Workers of the World. The ap-
peal follows:
Down with the Injunction and

the Injunctionites!
(An appeal to the rank and file of the

I. W. W, by the Red International
Affiliation Committee.)

The action of the Rowan-
Bowerman faction of the I. W.
W. in appealing to the capitalist
courts to give them control over
the organization, is one of the
most reactionary deeds of any
union in years. Their attempt
to justify such reaction by
pleading that there was no
alternative is both ridiculous
and dishonest. They ignored
the remaining course, the only
course for any revolutionist or
even any union man, of appeal-
ing to the membership. By this
flouting of the membership and
turning to the capitalist gov-
ernment these injunctionites
have destroyed themselves with
every honest worker. The I. W.
W. should and will expel them.

W/iy An Immediate Convention?
We recognize that there are two

elements among the I. W. W. mem-
bership, the revolutionaries and the
non-revolutionary Job unionist ele-
ment. We recognize that some of the
latter element, the workers w’ho—

however honest—do not perceive the
whole class significance, the political
import, of the whole clash' between
the two factions, nor see in the appli-
cation for an Injunction an action
which brands any who are involved
In it as disrupters and traitors, may

(Continued on page 2.)

FOSTER URGES ILLINOIS
MINERS TO FIGHT BOSS

PLOT TO SLASH WAGES
(Special to The Daily Worker)

MINNEAPOLIS, Aug. 21. —Will-
iam Z. Foster, Communist c.andi.
date for president of the United
States on the Workers Party tick-
et, arrived here today. He is sched-
uled to speak tonight at a big open
air meeting in this city.

Comrade Foster was asked for

his opinion on the conference of
coal operators, railroad magnates
and other capitalists held in Herrin,
Illinois, to discuss ways and means
of overcoming the crisis in the coal
industry at the expense of the min-
ers.

Foster *aid: “The conference held
in Herrin marks the formal opening
of a fight on the part of the coal
operators backed by the Illinois
Chamber of Commerce to break the
union wage scale and ultimately
smash the miners’ union. The at-
tempt must be met by the most vig-
orous opposition on the part of the
union miners.

“This is not an isolated instance.
It is part of the gigantic conspiracy
on the part of the capitalists to
smash the unions and establish the
open shop. In carrying out this
plot they rely for assistance on the
reactionary labor leaders who have
already given ample evidence that
they are perfectly willing to join
the masters in a united front to save
the capitalist system.”

Foster speaks tomorrow night in
Woodman's Hall, Duluth, and on the
following evening in the Labor
Temple, St. Paul.

* * *

GITLOY IN NEWARK.
(Special to The Daily Worker)

NEWARK, New Jersey, Aug. 21—
Benjamin Gitlow, candidate for
vice-president of the United States
on the Workers Party ticket will
speak here tomorrow evening. This
will be the first of a aeries of meet-
ings that will carry the Communist
candidate for vice-president thru the
important Industrial centers of New
Jersey, Pennsylvania, Ohio and New
York.

COAL BARONS
MEET TO FIGHT

MINERS’ UNION
Demand Union Wage
Scale Must Be Slashed

(Special to The Daily Worker)

HERRIN, 111., Aug. 21—The
first shot in the carefully plan-
ned campaign to slash the wage
scale of the Illinois miners was
fired here when a conference of
coal operators, business men
and railroad owners met under
the auspices of the Herrin Lions
Club. The shot, however, did
not hit the mark, as the officials
of the miners’ union did not put
in an appearance, and their co-
operation was considered of
great importance.

A fake investigation, insti-
tuted by the Illinois Chamber
of Commerce, was recently
made of the coal situation in
Illinois. This investigation
showed conclusively that the
coal industry in Illinois is in
bad shape and the only solution
of the problem in the eyes of
the Chamber of Commerce is to
slash the wages of the coal dig-
gers.

The DAILY WQRKER has already
discussed this boss scheme and
warned the miners against paying any
heed to it.

Bosses’ Argument.
The argument of the operators is

that the union wage scale enables
the operators of the non-union mines
in Kentucky and West. Va., to drive
them out of business. But if the
IllinoWi miners submit to a wage cut
there is nothing to prevent the non-
union coal owners from giving their
slaves a proportionate cut.

The coal operators attended the
Herrin conference in large numbers.
Judge A. D. Morgan was master of
ceremonies.

Mr. William Sneed, representative
of the Miners’ union in the district,
sent a letter to Judge Morgan, in
which he refused to participate in any
conference met to consider a reduc-
tion in wages, but was willing to put
up a united front with the operators
to secure lower freight rates on coal.

A certain F. C. Honnold, was the
chief spokesman for the coal opera-
tors.

Blames the Diggers.
He told the audience that 200 of

the Illinois mines were shut down
and 197 only working two days a
week. The cause of this was the
high wage scale of the Illinois min-
ers which prevented coal onera tors
from competing with bituminous op-
erators in territories where the min-
ers worked for a lower scale.

It was not the part of wisdom, the
Doctor declared, to write a non-com-
petitive wage rate into the contract.
This of course should be left to the
whim of the employer. What good is
a high wage scale to a miner if he
has no job? In the Interests of the
community he should accept a reduc-
tion.

Dr. Honnold came out clearly for
war on the miners’ union, when he
said that collective bargaining as now
practiced had broken down and some
other method must be adopted.
“Joint collective bargaining,” he said’
“has proved to be an inadequate sys-
tem. There would seem to be clear
evidence of a need for another meth-
od or some change of procedure.”

According to the representatives of
the coal operators, the railroads and
the “public” the coal diggers were to
blame for everything. “Take it out
of the miners’ “hides,” was the slogan

(Continued on page 2)

HIRED ONE WEEK AND FIRED THE
NEXT, WOMAN STEALS FUR COAT,

CONFESSES AND DECLINES PAROLE
SAN FRANCISCO, Aug. 20.—Her hueband ill in the eaet, Mrs. ••Billy’’

Welsh came to San Francisco and tried to secure work so that she could
send for him. An employment agency got her a job at $75 a month.
Ten dollars of this went to pay the agency’s fee; S2O more to buy uniforms
and aprona the employer demanded. A few days later she was discharged
—her employer had found another nurse at $lO less a month. Desperate and
dazed, Mrs. Welsh stole a fur coat belonging to the woman. As soon as
she had recovered her balance, she realized her predicament, returned the
coat and gave herself up. Now, tho she is offered probation, she Insists
on going to prison, as otherwise her young brother, who Is struggling to
make hla way In the world, would have to pay for the coat, which the
woman refused to take baok.
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War Makers Busy
While all the peace conferences, raparations

gatherings, reconstruction confabs, and universal
justice sessions are going on, the capitalist world
war makers are working overtime preparing am-
munition and infernal machines for the coming
war.

The Skoda Works, in Europe, the munition
plants of France, the cannon factories of England
and the airplane manufacturers of Germany and
Italy are now operating at a feverish pace, piling
up huge supplies of destruction.

In the United States, while unemployment is
gripping every basic industry the munition fac-
tories are busier than ever. The findings of the
Department o£ Commerce, 1923, Census of Manu-
facturers just issued, dealing with ammunition
and related products, affords most instructive evi-
dence of the energy with which our war makers
are setting the pace in preparing the country for
the next conflict.

The last biennial Census of Manufacturers tells
us that the establishments engaged primarily in
the production of ammunition and related products
reported a total output valued at more than fifty-
one million dallors. This is a' rate of increase in
the total as compared with 1921, the last preceding
census year, of nearly fifty-three per cent. The rate
of increase in the value of ammunition and related
products was sixty-two and a half per cent. *-

The number of working men producing ammuni-
tion in the United States has increased twenty-
five per cent within the last two years; the cost of
materials nearly seventy-five per cent.

Since the last Census of Manufacturers there
have been held at least half a dozen international
peace gatherings of first magnitude. While the em-
ploying class phrase-mongers were attempting to
hide the imperialist intents and purposes of the
ruling class behind a smokescreen of poisonous
words, the munition makers were plying their
trade more prosperously than ever.

This apparently strange contradiction is a grim
reality confronting the workers today. This situa-
tion is a sad commentary on the likelihood of the
international bankers and industrialists being able
to bring peace to the world for even a limited num-
ber of years. While the meaningless words of an
impossible peace are being uttered, the seeds of an
imi>ending hellish war are being sown.

Towards Splendid Isolation
In an address delivered before the Institute of

International Politics of the Federal Council of
Churches, Samuel G. Inman, a student of Latin-
American problems, pointed out the great dangers
to the United States of its being isolated by a
united Latin-American opposition.

No one can overestimate the seriousness of this
danger to the workers and farmers of the United
States. Our imperialists are driving at such a
headlong pace towards world domination that, in
time, they are bound to win universal hatred. Such
a “victory” will necessarily be the signal for a new
world conflagration. Not only in Latin America,
not only in the Far East and in Asia Minor, but
also iii Europe the American capitalists are
rapidly extending their sway.

Our exploiters have at this moment an invest-
ment of more than #7,000,000,000 in the markets
and industries of the lesser industrially developed
and the war stricken countries. Handsome profits
and fabulous dividends must lie collected on these
giant investments of the surplus value wrung from
the American workers by our exploiting class.
Security, in the terms of vassal con-
trol of the natural resources of the country, and
mortgages on the basic industries, is an essential
guarantee demanded by our imperialists before
they invest a single dollar.

Therein lie the dangers of the United States
achieving this goal of splendid isolation, Sooner,
rather than later, the hatred of the world will
Ik* won by our imperialists along with their domina-
tion of the markets and industries of the other
countries. This means that the very working class
w I rose products were taken from them to be in-
vested by their bosses in the foreign lands, will be
called upon to tight for the sufety of these invest-
ments, for the continuity of the How of dividends
to the very class that is exploiting the masses of
every country.

The times demand that the workers of the United
States and the Latin-American countries get to-
gether with the working masses of all the other
countries for organised united action against the
serious menace of another world slaughter that
will with certainty follow the presently brewing
sharp conflict of interests among the various na-
tional, capitalist, imperialist groups.

Get a member for the Workers Party and a new
sub«crintinn for the DAILI WORKER. j

Miners Must Fight
Meeting in Herrin yesterday, the coal operators

and their lieutenants make public the object of
their plottings for the past two years—smash the
wage scale of the miners and destroy their upion.

Frank Farrington, by playing around with the
utopian schemes of class collaboration, with such
buncombe as the talk of super-power plants as the
cure for the miners’ ills, and by joining hands with
Lewis in putting across the three-year contract in
such a fashion that it puts a rope around the
Illinois miners’ necks—Farrington has, by these
and other methods, carefully prepared the way for
the operators’ conference in Herrin.

Os course, the union officials do not dare to sit
openly into the Herrin conference. They will put
up a bluff of fighting it. But they have nothing
definite to offer. They continue to talk about co-
operating with the bosses, they continue to propose
collaboration schemes, that mean nothing except
profits to the bosses. But what the miners need is
a fighting leadership, district and national, that
will go out and organize the miners 100% and
then cut down the working day to 6 hours and the
week to 5 days, without reduction of earning
capacity of the miners.

Wisconsin No Exception
Much valuable ink and oceans of ivords have

been spilled by our liberal political innocents and
malcontents about the great panacea that LaFol-
lette’s “Wisconsin plan” has proved to the workers.

All talk to tliis effect is as empty as it is loud.
The Wisconsin plait of government is originally
the 'same plan functioning thruout the country;
the plan whereby the;employing class utilizes the
state machinery to oppress the workers and cripple
them in their struggle for better employment and
living conditions.

Thruout the country, Wisconsin and the other 47
states included, the court system is the pivotal
point in the whole governmental organization be-
ing used against labor. Fresh evidence of this con-
dition being a scource of grave difficulties for the
workers in LaFollette’s state is revealed thru the
issuing of a temporary injunction restraining the
operation of the Wisconsin minimum wage law.

We see no cause for holding that the minimum
wage of twenty-five cents an hour for adult women,
as ordained by the Wisconsin minimum wage law,
is a source of substantial relief to the working
class. But the Wisconsin district court, at Supe-
rior, found it necessary to brand even this insig-
nificant measure a violation of the constitutional
provision guaranteeing the sacredness of the free-
dom of contract and private property. It is plain
that in the Badger state, as in all the states where
the reactionaries make no pretense about the pro-
pressive character of their administrations, the in-’
terests of the propertied class are held far above
the welfare of the working masses.

In the light of an unbroken series of such ex-
periences as the above with the Wisconsin judicial
oligarchy, LaFollette’s continuous talk about the
tyranny of the court is quite useless. Our judicial
oligarchy will be made impotent only when the en-
tire system of government dominated by the em-
ploying class js gotten rid of by the exploited
workers and the dispossessed farmers. The
ownership of the means of production and ex-
change and of the governmental machinery by the
bosses is alone responsible for the sufferings of
the workers at the hands of the courts, legisla-
tures, and executive bureaus.

It is this sore spot that LaFollette not only
refuses to remove, but thru his economic and po-
litical program is seeking to perpetuate. His sham
battles in the courts are no signs of friendship for
the workeu*. They are that much dust thrown into
the eyes of the working men. Fundamentally Wis-
consin is as much a tool in the hands of the ex-
ploiters as any other state in the Union.

More evidence on the Russian Bolsheviks! Maj.-
Gen. Basil Tscheslavsky, formerly an officer in the
Czar’s army, is now working as a guard at the
Western Electric Company’s plant at Hawthorne.
This is an outrage. -Perhaps the publicity in the
capitalist papers may mark a turning point in his
fortunes. He would make a good substitute for
a poodle on the Gold Coast.

Several hundred empty pocketbooks were found
on the Dawes lawn in Evanston the morning after
the notification ceremonies. The DAILY WORKER
reporter did not lose the dollar and ten cents he
had in his pocket, because he stayed away from
Evanston when he heard that prominent repub-
lican politicians would attend in great numbers.
Look out for political pickpockets.

T. V. O’Connoro, chairman of the United States
shipping board, discovered that Coolidge is a friend
of labor, lie signed the “forty-eight hour week”

l bill for women when he was governor of Massa-
chusetts. That was about the time he smashed the
Policemen’s Union with the aid of Samuel (lum-
pers.

Labor fakers are a drug on the political market
these days. They can be had for the asking. La
Follette has the largest collection. John W. Davis
has some outstanding samples and even little
“Cal,” the most prominent strike breaker of them
all, can boast of several stalwarts.

After Coolidge assumed the presidency he was
visited by Samuel Gompers and a committee from
the executive council of the American Federation
of Labor. Gompers assured Coolidge that while
he voted the democratic ticket, he considered a

[republican perfectly reliable and not at all dan-
gerous to business.
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(Continued from page 1)
Wisconsin holds the unenviable twen-
ty-ninth place in the ranks of the
monthly wages paid the working men
of the various states.

This low wage is significantly pain-
ful when one realizes that it is in no
way due to a lack of industrial de-
velopment. In Wisconsin 92.6 per cent
of the workers engaged In manufac-
turing industries are employed by cor-
porations. Wisconsin ranks fourth
in the United States in the proportion
of workers employed in manufactur-
ing industries owned by corporations,
but ranks only twenty-ninth in the
average monthly wage paid to these
working men.

Since this investigation was made
Wisconsin wages have declined sharp-
ly. For all industries, according to
the April, 1924, United States Month-
ly Labor Review, the average weekly
wage in the Badger state was $26.87
in December, 1920. Today, according
to the June Report of the Wisconsin
State Industrial Commission, the
average weekly wage for all workers
is only $23.93.

While the wages are low, the hours
of labor are long in Wisconsin. For
the United States as a whole the pro-
portion o£ wage-workers in the manu-
facturing industries having forty-eight
hours or less of labor per week Is
48.6 per cent. But In LaFollette’s
“Model Commonwealth,” only 31.3
per cent of the workers engaged in
the manufacturing industries have a
forty-eight hour week or the average
eight-hour day. Tho tenth in the num-
ber of men engaged in the manufac-
turing industries of the country, Wis-
consin ranks only thirty-ninth In the
proportion of its workers in these in-
dustries laboring forty-eight hours a
week or under.

Cost of Living Mounting.
With all the smoke raised by La

Follette and his forces about trust-
busting and monopoly-stifling, the
cost of living has been rising in Wis-
consin as steadily as elsewhere.

Taking July, 1914, as a base of one
hundred, as the normal point, the In-
dustrial Commission of Wisconsin
has found the cost of living to have
risen in the state at least 61.7 per
cent on July 1, 1924.

And the April, 1924, United States
Monthly Labor Review tells us that
Milwaukee, Wisconsin’s leading city,
is among the six highest cities in the
increased retail cost of food. In Feb-
ruary, 1924, thirty-three cities ranked
lower than Milwaukee in the rise of
the cost of living since 1913.

Open Shop Movement Powerful.
Wisconsin is one of the banner

states of the open shop movement of
the country. Let us consult the se-
cret minutes of the regular quarterly
meeting of the Milwaukee Employers'
Council, held on June 8, 1921, to get
an idea of the extent of this anti-la-
bor crusade. We quote verbatim:

“The Milwaukee Employers’ Council
is at present composed of twenty-eight
industrial groups, representing a total
of six hundred and sixty-two plants
and approximately sixty thousand em-
ployes on wages.
"... All the principal indus-

tries are represented and we are
organizing new groups every month.
At present the council represents

By EARL R. BROWDER.

A VALIANT champion has been
found for the rights of the op-

pressed holders of railroad bonds! It
is none other than the weekly publica-
tion, Labor, organ of the railroad un-
ions. The unions and their paperare
popularly supposed to be fighting for
the interests of the workers in the
railroad industry, of those workers
who are all exploited by capitalism.
But that is an illustion! What they
are fighting for is "justice;” and “jus-
tice” is seen as something in common
between the bondholders and the
workers as against another “factor”
in the railroad industry known as
“watered stock.” The labor move-
ment, my children, we are told, Is not
a class struggle of the workers
against
ment of the bondholders and workers
against those who take dividends
"unfairly” from bpth.

This is the meaning of an editorial
In the current issue of Labor. Deal-
ing with a merger by the Chesapeake
& Ohio Railway, which will result in
increased dividends to common stock,
Labor says:

“Bondholders, who paid real
money for their aecuritlee, get no
Increase. Their dollars are work-
ing dollar*, not speculative dollars,
and therefore In the same elate ae
the employes, but most of their
owners haven’t aenee enuf to know
It.”
"Real money” in in the same class

as “employes,” the dividends which it
extracts from the surplus labor of the
workers’ "honorably earned wages,"
and hut for the stubborn lack' of com-
mon sense on the part of the misled
bondholders this common Interest,
which transcends all other economic
and social factors, would bring the
bondholders and workers into the
same common organization.

A balder statement of the balder-

Bob’s State Gives Labor Poor Wages
INDIANA LA FOLLITES

WILL VOTE IN STATE
FOR OLD PARTY TICKETS

INDIANAPOLIS, lnd„ Aug. 21
LaFollette Progressive Party in In-
diana will steer clear of the state
issues and conduct a “purely La
Follette-Wheeler campaign,” accord-
ing to the Wisconsin senator’s chief-
tains attending the state convention
of third party delegates here today.

A. F. BentleV, of Paoli, state chair-
man of the Indiana Progressive Ac-
tion League, who presided at the
opening session of the convention,
declared LaFollette-Wheeler men
would “vote in the state election
on their old party affiliations.”

apprentice movement in the metal
trades should help other movements
to get started."

Smashing the Unions.
The terrific drive these open shop-

pers have bqen waging against the
workers was roundly denounced by
the State Federation of Labor in its
1923 convention in a special resolu-
tion from which we produce in part:

“The railroad owners have set out
to wreck the shop crafts unions by
organizing scab unions or so-called
company associations of employes,
and are endeavoring to compel all
shop crafts workers to join these
scab unions, by threatening discharge
and visiting other punishment upon
the workers for failing to join these
scab unions, and

“Whereas, the . Great Northern,
Northern Pacific and Soo Railways in
Wisconsin are at present engaged in
this insidious plan now, therefore, be
it

"Resolved, that the Wisconsin State
Federation of Labor hereby serves no-
tice upon the railroad owners that
the visitation upon the workers of
these unfair and outrageous condi-
tions will not be tolerated.”

Private detective agencies do a
flourishing business in Wisconsin
strike breaking. Mr. L. B. Lamfrom,
who was counsel for the Milwaukee
Employers’ organization at the height
of its offensive against the working-
men in 1921, was at the same time
also the attorney for the infamous
Russell Detective Agency.

Testifying before the Milwaukee
Fire and Police Commissioner on Oc-
tober 17, 1921, Walter G. Russel, the
head of this scab-herding agency stat-
ed that his firm now employs twelve
hundred detectives, and answering
the question as to what line of work
these agents do, said: “If you ask, do
we do strike work, yes. Do we put
men in factories to report information
to the heads of fi«ns? I would say
yes. Do we have men in unions?
Yes.”

Allied With Open Shoppers.
Not only do the enemies of the

workers meet with no opposition from
the progressive LaFollette govern-
ment in Wisconsin, but this govern-
ment covertly and overtly aids and
abets their anti-labor activities.

Describing the proceedings of the
State Federation of Labor Conven-
tion, the Milwaukee Sentinel for July,
22, 1920, said: "Administrative bodies
were flayed for alleged failure to pro-
secute employers who, labor says, vio-
late the provision compelling the ad-
vertisement of the fact that a strike
is in progress when labor Is imported
to fill strikers’ places.”

At it§ 1921 convention the State
Federation of Labor was forced to
protest against open shop construc-
tion in the erection of high schools.
The special resolution against this
policy of the government read:

“Whereas the carpenters of the Fox
River Valley District Council consist-
ing of those cities from Fond du Lac
to Green Bay, inclusive, have been on
strike since the first of May, fighting
against the so-called ‘Open Shop’
which the contractors are endeavor-
ing to impose upon them, and

“Whereas, the Ludolph M. Hanson
Construction Company, one of the
largest contracting firms of the Fox
River Valley, trying to force the so-

considerably more than half of Mil-
waukee’s industrial strength.

“The object of the council is the
establishment and maintenance of
the open shop in the Milwaukee in-
dustrial district. .

.

“Members of council groups re-
ceiving this report, who may know
of other open shop employers not
yet members of a council group,
will confer a favor by notifying the
proper delegate or the undersigned.

“J. M. Bell, Secretary Manager."
This report goes on to boast of the

Milwaukee Council having member-
ship in the notorious national open
shop organization, the League for In-
dustrial Rights, and of playing an ac-
tive part in the fight against the job
printers for a forty-four hour week
and in the strikes of the tailors and
sheet metal workers.

Turning to the May, 1924, “Mem-
bers’ Supplement—Freedom in Em-
ployment” published monthly by the
Milwaukee Employers’ Council, we
further find that: “The printing in-
■dustry is now overwhelmingly open
shop in Milwaukee, and in due course
we expect to see the allied photo-en-
graving and electrotyping industries
follow suit. We shall not rest until
this is accomplished.”

This same bulletin then, speaking
for the anti-union employers, an-
nounces: “In Milwaukee we actually
have a large proportion of open shop
in building construction; perhaps
sixty-five per cent; but we have a
timidity, a lack of principle, a disre-
gard for the public welfare and a
general apathy to overcome In certain
groups of our business men, in order
to increase this percentage and put
this great industry on the same basis
with our other great industries.”

And in i|g June, 1924, supplement
the Milwaukee Employers’ Council
proudly declares: “The Milwaukee
Branch, National Metal Trades Asso-
ciation, is apparently leading the
country in its apprenticeship work.
We are so informed at least, by
George W. Jones of the open shop
Review, who spent a week in Milwau-
kee in May.

“This kind of work is of the ut-
most importance to the open shop.
Other industries are greatly in need
of such work—notably the building
industry, which in Milwaukee must
soon do something constructive,
either in minor apprenticeship work
or in adult intensive training. The

called ‘Open Shop’ on the carpenters,
is building a $450,000 high school in
the city of Two Rivers; therefore, be
it

"Resolved, that the State Federa-
tion of Labor here in convention as-
sembled appoint a committee of three
...to visit the high school job

in Two Rivers as soon as possible to
use their influence to persuade the
above firm to use fair labor on their
construction work.”

Trade Union Movement Weak.
Since LaFollette has for years been

posing as a defender of the interests
of the workers, it would be in order
to expect a strong trade union move-
ment in the state where his word is
law. Nothing of the sort is the case.
The Wisconsin trade union, move-
ment, tho on many occasions show-
ing hopeful signs of militancy and
genuine progressivism, is lamentably
weak in numbers and strength to re-
sist the aggression of the highly or-
ganized open shoppers of the state.

From Its official 1920 convention
proceedings we learned that in the
year 1919-1920, before the fierce open
shop drive was launched, the Wis-
consin State Federation of Labor had
a total affiliated membership of only
51,645. Os these a maximum of 30,-
977 were employed in the manufac-
turing industries of the state. At this
time, there were, according to the
findings of the United States Census
of Manufacturers, 263,949 wage earn-
ers employed in the manufacturing
industries of Wisconsin. Compare
these figures with the fact that the
Milwaukee Employers’ Council alone
represented sixty thousand or more
than half of the industrial strength
of the leading industrial city in the
state.

Os course, even this strength of the
trade unions was reduced by the vici-
ous open shop drive of 1921, as can
be seen from the following report on
membership made to the 1922 con-
vention of the State Federation of La-
bor:

“The affiliated unions show a de-
crease of but sixteen per cent in
membership at the close of the year,
as compared with the same months
of the previous year. . . .

"The fiscal year has closed with
many unpleasant memories to the
workers and their families due to un-
employment and the desperate ef-
forts of capital to annihilate their or-
ganizations.

. . .

' How helpless the Wisconsin work-
ers are despite their heroic resist-
ance, before the open shoppers of La
Follette’s state is thus vividly de-
scribed as follows in "The Next Step
—A Program of Construction, Propos-
ed by the Wisconsin State Federation
of Labor, J. J. Handley, Secretary-
Treasurer: (Page 4)

“Employes who have been promi-
nent In union activities are be'ing dis-
charged all over the state, not be-
cause there is no work for them, but
in order that the employers may put
into their places workers from other
cities. The dismissed employes, In
their turn, must leave their homes
and families and go on to other cities
at great expense to themselves and
at. the risk of increasing the unem-
ployment of these cities.”

This is the freedom enjoyed by the
workers in LaFollette’s “Model Com-
monwealth.”

Protect the Poor Bondholders
dash that fills the heads of our “la-
bor leaders” would be hard to find. It
Is the same crude class-collaboration
bunk that the railroad shop unions are
peddling to their members in the in-
famous “B. & O. co-operation plan.”
It Is the same philosophy that under-
lies the treacherous surrender to La-
Follette and the sabotaging of the
Farmer-Labor party. It is the thot
which causes the leaders of the rail-
road unions to surrender the demands
of their membership for better wages,
and to submit to arbitration, labor
boards and similar schemes to oppress
and rob the railroad workers.

Against this poison class of class

collaboration that turns the unions
into auxiliaries of capitalism, into
“company unions” in all but name,
which threatens the very life of the
labor movement if it is not uprooted
and thrown out—against this insidu-
ous Invasion of bourgeois thot which
is paralyzing the labor movement, the
workers have only one rallying center.

This center of opposition to class
collaboration is the left wing, with its
militant program of amalgamation of
the isolated craft unions into powerful
industrial organizations, of the organ-
ization of the unorganized by means
of a great modern campaign prepared
on a mass scale, of the launching of a

class political party of Labor, of the
organizational alliance internationally
with the revolutionary workers of all
the rest of the world.

Railroad workers! If you do not
wish to unite with the bondholders,
you must unite with the amalgama-
tionists and left-wingers and adopt
their program. If you are against
this disgusting class collaboration,
then you must adopt the policies of
class struggle. Out of the swamp of
B. & O. plans, of alliances with Wall
Street thru "labor banks,” of LaFol-
lettism and class collaboration, the
only clear course is that pointed out
by the Communists.

The War for Democracy
By W. J. WHITE

HE fought for democracy and to
make the world safe for the

plutocracy.
The August sun was beating down

on his convulsed form, as it twitched
and jerked under the force of an
epilectic fit. Saliva spewed from his
lips as nature endeavored to restore
his poor bruised body to its normal
functioning. The charge of shrapnel
that had burst his skull like an egg
shell had been more merciful to his
comrades who now rest in their graves
o’er which bloom the poppies of famed
Flanders fields.

Women were calling on the men to
go to his relief. Shuddering they
stood viewing with drawn and distort-
ed faces this semblance of death,
which has always caused our race to
look with horror upon those stricken.

This poor torn, battered and warped
wreck of humanity whose struggling
to feed, had sent tingling thrills of
Joy and pride thru the breast of some
glad mother, now lay convulsively
struggling back to his burden of
misery and woe. A mother patted his

poor shrapnel torn head upon her lap,
while another put a cup of water to
his Roth flecked lips. He shrank
back from the fanning of his cap, that
another in her sympathy had taken up,
and was trying to cool the sweltering
brow, as tho she had struck him a
mortal blow.

No greater lie was ever given to the
world {than that man is naturally bad.
No greater curse can be perpetuated
than the one the priests and preachers
foist upon a long suffering people that
men and women are bad by nature.

This poor twisted and distorted
wraith of humanity as he struggled
back to consciousness was surrounded
by humanity in whose every move
the lie was given that man is naturally
bad. Sympathy was personified in
every move as men chafed his torn
limbs trying to restore the arrested
circulation. No question there on his,
alien birth. No sarcastic comment on
his bearing a name that ended in ski.

He fought to make the world safe
for democracy.

*# • '

Curses on his lips sounded like (he

anthem of some mighty organ. His
swearing sounded like some epic poem.
His face shone in the light of the

electric lamp like some saint of old
sworn to go forth to find the holy
grail. He too had fought for democ-
racy. He had gone out to make war
to stop wars. Wounded and down and
out he had fallen on the streets of an
Eastern city from hunger. In another
he had been discharged from the
hospital hardly able to stagger to the
street. Born on the soil and in Amer-
ica, his dead mother a member of one
of the families that had come over
in the Mayflower, he stood in that old
village tin shop passing out the iden-
tification papers that showed who and
what he was, damning to hell and
back, the system that made him a
pauper-wanderer on the face of his
native land, while the men who had
had charge of the funds that should
have taken care of such as he, were
at large, after having stolen millions.

He had fought to make the world
safe for democracy, but he cursed the
democracy he had saved, to hell and
back.

Individually nan la a weak being,
Vat strong in union vltjh others.—Con-
dorcet.

Revolutionary changes always be-
gin in the minds of inon.
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