“Bympathizer's” interesting letter,
published in our last issue, reveals
twe outstanding charaeteristics of ity
author: 1) sincere sympathy  with
Communism and hatred of the decay-
ing capitalist system, and - 2) o lack
of comprehension of the revolutionary
role of of the proletariat.

“gympatizer? [s keenly sentitive to
the widespread misery of war, un:
employmént dod parasitie  exploifa-
iion, the vancerous growth of racket-
eering, gangstevism and eorvuplion,
that ‘are the by-products of the final
stage of capitalizm.  But he (er she
—fopr the letter is anonymous) has
apparently only recently  heeome
aware of the need of revolutlenary
change and is net yet conseious of
the forces which are d_eve_lopmg in
present  day society to bring about
that change. The writer's develup-
ment toward Communism may slop
there, in which case he will nourish
all sorts of utopian schemes for re-
volutivns without the masses, behind
the bauk of the masses, by sudden and
fantastic coupy d'etut—and despairing
of tham, may gooner or later land in
the camp of IFaseism or.cynical con-
servatism. . Or else, “Sympathizer?
will develop from an awarencss of the
ills of decaying capitalism to . an
awureness of the revolutionary forges
developing within it—the proletariat
and its allies, the poor furmers, lhe
colonial peoples and revolutionized
sections of the petby-bourgeoisic and
“intelligentsiun”  Then “Sympathiz-
er” will cease believing that the
masses can be perpetually led by the
nose and will veaze” hoping  mevely
that they should be led by the nose by
“wood people” (Communists) and not
“bad people” (capitalists), and he will
throw in his lot with the Communists

1 and join with'them in the by-no-means

easy task of fréeing working-class
thought and feeling from bourgeois
influchece and organizsing the lurge
collective weapons of the working
class, their purty wnd unions and oth-
er organizations, Inte an irresistible
[orce for the defeuting of the few by
the many and the building of a deeenl
human soviety in the intercst of ull
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The Question Of The Flag

Thae question of the flag is, of
vourse, a question of symbols. DBut
the significance of symbels may be
viewed deeply or superficially, Thus
when the writer declares: .

“Russia is organized under the red
flag. Bub Comrounism would still be
Communizm if the flag webe green
or yellow” We must answer: Yes
the color §s immaterial, but Commun-
ism would not be. Communism [f the
flag were national i place of inter-
nationa).  And red happens to have
become, histovieally, :the symbol  of
internationsl solidarity.  Any ofher
color might have hecome, bhut no other
coluy ‘has become the syinbul of inter-
nativnalism, And one color combina.
tion could certainly never have become
the symbol of internationalism  (n
Eusdig-—the white, blue and red ban-
ner of Cuarism! . "

* -z's. k]

Americails, Ate No Exceptions

But—objeets the writer—ihe Amer-
ienn maszes ard blindly attachod o
thi Stars and- Stripes.  Su weve the
Russian masses blindly attached to
the “little father' and the church and
the Flag—oortil it eape to symbolize
i1 thelr mingds all the things they hut-
wil!  oppression, ‘tyranny, stucvalien,
imperialism, war, When they learned
tv hate those things, they learned {o
hate their zymbols, the very symbols
they hud reverenced so blindly, That
was one of the signs of the revelu-
tionizution of the massecs. Then they
vallied to olher symbols beeausze they
wore rullying fo dther things., The
Armerican masses still believe in the
symbol becanse they do not yet guffi-
clently dishelieve in the things for
which it stands. i
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Whose Wevolution Is It?

S50 much for the superficial ques-
tion of symbols. Bot “Sympathizer”
has raised, zomewhat vapuely to be
sure, a far decher question. And din
that decper guestivch “Sympathizere®™
is  prefoundly  right. It iz the
guestion . which - he . synthesizes in
the proposd slogan “Kecapture our
country,” and in the proposal fo elaim
for the modern revolutionary move-
ment {Communizm) the best tradi-
tions of carlier revolutionary -Amer-
iea, the -teaditions of Jefferson and
Futrick Henry and Lincoln, and—we
might add—of Samucel Ademsz: and
Thoras Paine, of Bacun, Leisler awl
Duniel Shays, of Nat Tarner al. Joho
Brown amd Werddell Phillips—and of
many more gy well (The woe cantiot
Follow “Sympathizer” when he admits
loosevelt or Henry Glay), -

The T2l of KHighls forecd into a to-
actinnary constitetion by vigilant oo
volulicoarics today belongs to us,
The master clusg honers Uit Bl of
Rights unly by ifs breach and not by
its observanee.  That immorral ses-
lion of the Deelavation of Indepeil-
ence which procluims the right of the
people to “alter or abolish” any gov.
croment which does nob'serfe Lhelr in-
teresls, is adse part of owr heotage.
Communists are serested lor assert-
ing that rigrht today., Nor dees it help
them Lo show that they are guuoting
the “immortal” decuient. '

A Communist speaier In Piftsbucgh
whe teled o read that seciion of the
Declaration of Dudepandanee was ar-
rasted, "I didn’t write that,” he pro-
tested, "Thomias Jefferson wreote it
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“Well, I'l pull you in first,” an-

I

by Bertram D. Wolfe

swered Lhe cop, “and then I'Nl-ga back
uld pet this here guy Jelicrson™

The master class js arvesting fhe
revolutionists of 17786 ond rejecting
their heritage, We elaini the heritage
they reject. We dispute with them for
this heritage. We say to the “Lory
“Daughters ¢f the Amerieen Revolu-
tion” and the Tory Mellons and Hoo-
vers: Y“We are definitely more con-
sistent and truer guardians of the
Amverican heritage than youw,”
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Build On The Inheritance

But we are no "back-lo-1776-ors”
We propose to build upon and enlarge
the inheritance. We reabize its limit-
ativns, the Incompleteness, the linited
cluss vharacter of the heritage. We
ingist, as Loenin did of the heritage
from the Russian Narodnili {Popul-
ists) 1 “To Leep the inheritance by no
means signifies that one must limit
himgelf to what he has inherited,”

Rack to 17767 “Back to nothing,”
we answer, “We wse the past to boild
the future, not to block the present.
Forward to Communism , ., "
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The Question OF Loyaslty

To American capitalism and imperi-
alism we are disloyal. To the inter-
ests of the great mass of American
workers and toiling farmers we sre
ubswervingly leyal, We do not say!
“Our ¢ountry ritht er wrong.” On
the contrary, so long we find any-
thing wreng in “our” country we will
Fighi like hell Lo set 4 right. And if
I put the “our” in quotation mavks it
is bevause we o not own the eountry
ultho wo have built i€, Lo that sense,
it is one of the aims of our movemoent
to male the country “ours”? sithout
the quotation marks. :

So Intense iz this feeling of loyally
to the real America, the toiling ex-
ploited, producing masses, that, in
retee and in war, our first care 13 Lo
defeat “our own” master class, for
we know that with its defeat wiil
cone the defeat of the most puwertul
bulwark of reuetion in wll the would.

¥ ¥ %
The *Natignal” [ride of the
Communists
We Convmundsts are net devold of

| 'uwe Afe.ThB Truer Guardians....” |
|The Communists and “Americanism”

“national” pride. But we are gen-
erally proud of the things of which
the master class is ashamed and ash-
ained of the things of which they are
proud.” We arc proud of the revelu-
tionary traditions of Thomas Jeffer-
son (“The tree of liberty must be fer-
tilized with the blood of tyrants!™),
proutl of the influence of the Decla-

ration of Independence on the French |

Revolution, prowd of the first Amer-
ican flag of flaming crimsen bearing
the revolutionary davies: “Don’t Tread
On Me” We are proud of the zen-
erous purpose of transcendentalism
unid ity nobie, If misguided wtopian-
ism, of the Invincibleé cournge of the
abolitionists and their burning hatred
of slavery, of the broad egualitarian-
ism of Whitinan, the anti-plutocratic
spirit of populism and the unawed op-
pusition of the “muckrakers” to the
glgantic trusts,
of the fruitful genius and plenty-
producing murvels of American tech-
nical achievement.

Thervelvre do we hate with a deop
hatred all that is slavish and eorrupt
in our national life, all the “hoggish,
cheating und bedbupg qualitios,” as

Walt Whitman ‘called them, in the|.

pagt and prosent of Ameriea, Therc-
fore d¢ we hale the abuse of the ma-
chine for the enslavement of man in
place of his emancipation. Therefore
tho we scorn to see the United States
uppear before the world us the jailer
of Latin Ameriea, as the pawnbrok-
ar, Uncle Shylock, ws the wislder of
the big stick, as the symbol of world
regelioh.

The real interests of our peopls
coincide with the intervests of the toil.

ers and oppressed thruout the world. |

The hirhest nationalism today is at
the same time internationalism,  And
in this sense too are we profoundly
fational.”
tlo aur” duky above all in “our own™
country, to defeat ®our own" mustor
class, and we rejoice to know that in
defeating them, we defeat the most
powoerlul and most oppressive master
elass of all and thereby Ameriea's
working  elass makes a tremendous
contribulion te the (reedom of all peo-
ples Lhryosut the world.

Pioncers Of The New World

A MESSAGE TO AMERICAN ENGINEERS

by Nikolai Bukharin

We publish below the mnesszage of
Nilkeolal Bucharin, the Tanous Marx-
it thegretician and Communist lead-
e, to the Ajerican engineers wud
techniciens working in the Soviet
Union on the oeeasion of the fourt-
eenth anniversary of the Qctobor He-
volution. "The message originally ap-
pesred in the Mescow Nows of Nove
cmber 4, [vd1,
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You are now working in o country
which represents o giguntlc lubora-
tori, . You see around pow new forma
of construction and production being
siwferded on ga. weprecedented seale;
t wlirl of Hew tdeas, the beginnbgs
of « wew culture,  And in the wmidst
of this vuging eurvent, wndergrownd
yoeks, from our historic pest, reme-
wante of poverty wwd literacy wre
sbitl be Do found,

I this ecombingtion of the wmost
veeriod elomeents, o the groad mosuio
of wwr sveial fife, there wre, howover,
fundwmental und decisive tondencics

Lwhiieh ore due fo the Fret that we are

baileding o Soviulist society, that we
wre consbructing o plonned sconomy,
that we huve the suppert of niflivns,
that we displey un unprecedented e
ergy ond stubborness fv the otfcim-
ment of the aims fo which we fave
sob vurseloes,

You wre pevple from unother svefal
oot led, with vther hubits of Tife. Yet
o feeve coine toe the Sowie! [nion.

Muny yeers o when Grent Bei-
tein's fronsetlantic colony—-the future
republie of the Sturs and Seripes—
bogan tu Esfablish itself, there wos o
flow of pioweers, of energetic bwild-
ers, of people who were unfettered by
ancient fradition, during tn thefe ae-
tions uned feedless of obstueles, Old
Europe tuefod wpon these poople with
sugpleion;  the wristverwey despised
thew,  fud this disregerd for aneiont
trecelition, Ehis plomeering work, this
netwr constoelion T o new land, fed
te results Chut are now ubbious fo
wll, :

The fwentieth century marked o
stitl greater breck. T'he Soviet Union,
wristug vut of the ewing of o gigantie
seai-Aaiintie despolisim, has bécome o
new devd Tn the midst of the eapital-
vt world,  Heve too we huve o niow
seale of messwrement, wow  gaulitios
el quentities, the lnbor of pioneers,
But the uproeting of the ofd sceiar
bosds 95 tnoomporelly  deeper,  the
break with the troditions of the post
is more fandumentel, Theve boas been
o ek maore radical change {n soeinl
Fefe ened the leap tv a new technical
busis for society 4s smueh gredter. Ths
S8R, represents the first working
clugs revolution, which has opened up
giguntie perspectives far construction.

The whole of the vld woerld, whick
hoe been given the e by Hhis rovolu-
tipn, looks apon if with disfavor, 1'is
15 s nulurel as wes, in f tme, the
hitred of the Wied wristocruey to-
wards the goung Americen republie

The course of kislory, however, cun-
avt be set buek qwnd it should De the
wim of all thowghtful people to wnder-
stiened twhat i Fappendng.

L oam of the opinion that every gn-
gineer  peally  worth hiz =t who
grusps what fx tabing plece cwnnof
but be altracted by the sigantic seale
of our construction, Trunsicnt dif-
fiewlties, from minvr muterinl diseom-
forts down {o misunderstandings aris-
g outl of futlure to comprehend the
fitgutge or becunse of Durocratie red
tupe, wre buf friffes dn evmpurison
wilh the tremendods changes that are
deliing plaes. These difficulties wre
bul chips falling from o grenile rock;
they ere bub woeste products o gi-
guntic production process,

You must understand  thiv:  you
st feel fhis.  Po wuaderstand this
you meed o Aove o eoul hoed, o wide
horizen, the ability for wnbiused wno-
Gpsin wnd for parlicipetion @ the so-
cind Hfe wround yon, o feel tlis
o meed Lo fuve and value fabor, to
b freed from old idews, to be attraet-
el by the novel and to desire to go
forward. : :

PITTSBURGH FORUM
HITS “AGE” BAN

The following resolution ow  the
Revolutionary Age case wes pussed by
the Pittsburgh  Forum, Al other
Lubor wrgunizations and orguanizations
contmiticd lo o free press wre wrged
o o the adme.

* * *

WHEREAS the Swpreme Cowrt hay
fdended the wppewd of the Boevolution-
ary Ape wieaingt the decision of the
Uruited Stutes District Court wd the
Plaited  Stafes Court of  Appueaels,
susfadning the cction of the Postuas-
ter of New Yorke dn refusing sesond
class waeibing vights to this poper; wnd

WHERKAS this vetion of the Post
Gffice Pepartment wguinst the Re-
volutionary Age ook plece wnder
power of he wur Wme esplongys Act
sEill in force; wnd

WHEREAS this wcetfon of the Post
Office Depurtment vptinst Hhe Rev-
olutionary Age and- the wctions of
the (nited States Distriet Cowrt gl
the hifghur cvnirts cane os o result of
the snilitent stond the Revolutionaey
Age hug faleen gince ity establishment,
in the defense of the cuuse of labor;
itrel

WHERFEAS this decisien of the
Swgrreme  Cowrd, moaling 48 pussible
for the Post Office authoritivs fo re-
fuse sceond eluss muiling rights Lo,
and therely virtaalfy to suppress, wy
puper witoze coitends may be olfect-
Turalle to {1, conspitules ©  seriows
menoee to the entire labor aevement
wnd especiclly fu the labor preas;

THEREFORE, BE [T RESCGLV-
EI}. thut this conference goes on wec-
wrd

1. To protest ageinsi Ehe aclion

We are proud, too,’

We are determined tu|




